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BY  THE  HOUSE  OF  DELEGATES, 

June  18, 1861. 
Read  and  1000  copies  ordered  to  be  printed. 

By  order,  M.  Y.  KIDD,  Cliief  Clerk, 


P  E  T  I  T  I  0  ]^ 


OF 


RICHARD   B.   CARIICHAEL 


AND  OTHERS, 


AGAINST  THE  ADJOURNMENT  OF  THE 
LEGISLATURE  SINE  DIE. 


PETITION". 


To  the  General  Assembly  of  Blaryland: 

The  undersigned,  citizens  of  Queene  Anne's  county,  make 
this  petition  to  the  G-eneral  Assembly  of  Maryland,  in  conse- 
quence of  reported  applications,  hy  others  professing  to  "he 
citizens,  who  assume  to  advise  the  Legislature  to  adjourn 
^^sine  die."  The  undersigned  ask  a  counter  hearing,  and 
pray,  and,  so  far  as  is  consistent  with  perfect  respect,  insist, 
that  the  high  trust  committed  to  your  honorable  bodies^  by 
the  good  people  of  the  State,  be  maintained  in  your  own 
!^eeping,  until  your  successors  shall  have  been  chosen. 

The  plain  and  obvious  object  of  those  who  originate  peti- 
tions for  your  final  adjournment,  is  to  put  the  State  back  into 
their  own  keexoing,  where  it  had  remained,  until  a  few  weeks 
ago,  to  the  shame  and  dishonor  of  every  true  citizen.  Con- 
spiring with  those,  who,  a  long  time  have  subverted  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  in  their  section,  and  who  had 
tmblushingly  repealed  the  guaranties  made  by  their  fore- 
fathers and  accepted  by  our  own,  these  persons,  at  an  early 
stage  of  the  existing  crisis,  had  obtained  control  of  the  Exec- 
.titive  will.  How  they  abused  their  power  over  the  Governor^ 
is  disclosed  in  the  debased  and  oppressed  condition  of  Mary- 
land, at  this  time. 

The  General  Assembly  of  Maryland  is  convened  at  Fred- 
erick. Yet  the  constitution  of  the  State  provides,  that  the 
§eat  of  government  be  at  Annapolis,  and  the  ''Bill  of  Eights" 
that  the  Legislature  should  convene  there. 

The  General  Assembly  of  Maryland  is  in  session  by  Exec- 
utive proclamation.  Yet  the  constitution  provides  that  they 
ehall  be  convoked  by  the  Governor  to  Annapolis,  unless  "the 
presence  of  an  enemy,''  or  some  ''other  cause"  should  render 
that  place  "unsafe  for  the  meeting  of  the  Legislature."  An 
armed  force — strangers  to  the  State^— occupied  the  seat  of 
government,  when  the  Executive  proclamation  called  them 


\o  Frederick.  It  does  not  "belong  to  the  object  of  this  peti- 
tion here,  to  designate  the  relation  of  these  intruders.  If 
"they  were  friends,  it  was  not  not  unsafe  for  the  Legislature 
to  meet  at  Annapolis.  If  they  were  enemies,  it  ^yas  unsafe. 
■How  the  Governor  regarded  them,  his  proclamation,  calling 
the  Legislature  elsewhere,  discloses. 

If  they  were,  at  the  time  of  their  intrusion,  enemies,  their 
conduct  since  has  made  no  change  in  that  relation.  If  any 
loyal  citizen  of  Maryland  entertained  a  doubt  of  their  hostile 
feeling  toward  those  in  the  State,  who  were  true  in  their  al- 
legiance to  our  laws  and  institutions,  the  daily  acts  of  atro- 
'cious  outrage  done  by  them,  has  disabused  him.  They  have 
subverted  the  law  of  this  State,  and  all  other  law  that  has 
'ever  obtained  here,  and  in  its  stead  have  set  up  brute  force — 
^'the  higher  law"^ — heretofore  promised  by  their  chief. 

They  have  seized  private  citizens,  without  warrant  of  law 
— they  have  deprived  them  of  their  liberty  without  a  hearing 
before  judge  or  jury — they  have  a  military  force  within  our 
border  without  sanction  of  the  Legislature — they  have  set  the 
military  above  the  civil  power — they  have  subjected  persons 
to  -martial  law,  who  are  not  soldiers,  nor  mariners,  nor  ma- 
rines, nor  of  the  militia  in  the  regular  service  of  the  State, 
^he  habeas  corpus  has  been  suspended.  The  right  of  the 
people  to  bear  arms  has  been  infringed,  and  the  militia  of 
"the  State  is  being  disarmed,  thereby  depriving  us  of  the  best 
"secicrity  of  a  free  State."  On  the  holy  Sabbath  last,  an 
armed  force — strangers  and  aliens  to  the  State — was  marched 
into  a  neighboring  peaceful  village;  private  citizens  were 
■arrested,  on  the  high  road,  without  imputation  of  offence 
against  any  law;  and  acts  of  outrage  perpetrated  by  outlaws, 
bearing  the  authority  of  the  person  who  is  styled  "the  Grov- 
ernor  of  Maryland."  On  yesterday  a  gang  similarly  armed, 
and  bearing  the  same  authority,  visited  our  County  town, 
•and  subjected  our  people  to  the  like  oppression.  This  day 
they  are  traversing  the  county,  invading  the  sanctity  of  our 
homes,  alarming  the  children  and  the  tender  sex — with  Min- 
nie rifle  in  one  hand  and  the  Governor's  warrant  in  the 
other. 

They  who  ask  your  honorable  bodies  to  adjourn  are  the 
"confederates  of  the  Governor  and  of  these  out-laws.  The  un- 
dersigned are  citizens  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  who  hold  as 
their  highest  obligation  their  allegiance  to  the  State.  They 
-are  fully  conscious  of  the  obligations,  which  their  relation  to 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  imposes.  They  do  not 
lose  sight  of  the  fact-,  that  they  are  citizens  of  a  State,  in 
Union  with  those  States,  who  hold  the  Government  of  the 
United   States.     But  they  do  not  recognize  any  powers  iii 


thai  government,  except  such  as  -were  ddegated  at  its  adop- 
tion and  are  expressed  in  the  Constitution;  and  with  all  de- 
ference to  the  presence  before  which  they  come  with  this  pe- 
tition, they  pronoutice  and  denounce  the  exertion  of  power, 
manifested  in  the  acts  above  recited,  usurpation;  Those  who 
exercise  it — usurpers, — and  their  aiders  and  abettors  in  thd 
State  of  Maryland — traitors — traitors  to  Maryland,  'W-here 
they  owe  allegiance,  and  traitors  to  the  United  States,  whose 
constitution  they  subvert  with  force. 

It  may  be,  that  at  this  time,  the  Legislature  may  be  unable 
to  accomplish  anything  to  abate  the  rigor  of  a  necessity,  un- 
der which  the  loyal  men  of  Maryland  are  held  in  determined 
submission. 

On  this  subject  the  Legislature  has  acted,  and  the  under- 
signed do  not  mean  to  indulge  any  review.  But  the  Legis- 
lature is  the  only  power,  through  whose  agency  the  sovereign 
will  can  exert  efficient  action.  How  soon  the  occasion  for 
such  action  may  be  presented,  or  how  lotig  deferred,  is  not  to 
be  considered.  The  extent  to  which  freemen  may  be  brought 
to  endure,  by  the  guilty  contrivance  of  those  in  authority,  is 
Undergoing  a  cruel  test  in  Maryland-.  But  the  end  must 
come,  and  come  when  it  may,  the  Legislative  arm  will  be 
wanted  to  supply  the  means  of  redress.  It  belongs  to  the 
peoj)le.  An  "extraordinary  occasion"  has  lifted  it  up.  Let 
it  not  relapse  until  the  exigency  has  past.  Let  not  the  pow- 
ers of  the  State  be  again  committed  to  those  '  'very  learned 
and  intelligent  'citizens''  who,  using  the  Executive  with 
■suple  art,  have  prostituted  them  to  the  purposes  of  the  para- 
sites of  power.  The  expense  of  continued  or  of  frequent 
sessions,  is  not  to  be  weighed,  in  such  a  crisis.  Nothing  is 
to  be  put  in  the  scale,  against  the  liberty  of  the  people. 

The  subscribers  will  cheerfully  inciir  their  respective  shares 
"of  the  cost,  and  they  believe  their  fellow-citizens  generally  in 
the  State,  who  have  not  taken  a  willing  part  in  the  treason 
that  yet  reigns  rampant  are  ready  and  resolved  to  partake. 
In  the  firm  trust  that  the  General  Assembly  concur  in  heart 
\vith  the  prayer  herein  made,  and  that  they  will  act  as  they 
feel,  the  unde'r&igned  will  ever  pray,  &c. 

|;Signied,] 

RICHAED  B.  CAEMICHAEL, 

"fi.nd  48  other  citizens-. 
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